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Welcome

Rebuilding Hope

Welcome to our Stories of Hope ebook, where you will find a collection of
inspirational stories that show why having hope is key to accomplishing great
things. From empowered women overcoming gender biases, to young refugees
developing new skills, to business owners defying the odds in war-torn countries,
these accounts are proof that you can achieve anything if you put your mind to it.

Qassim’s Barber Shop Reborn
Sandra’s Dream Home

We want you to meet Kitabe, Yahya, Aline, Buchumi, Patricia, Qassim and Sandra.
Read their incredible stories and find out how your donation can help along the way.

How You Can Help

Your donation makes a difference

The Importance of Your Monthly Donations

All of the people featured in the Stories of Hope eBook have one thing in common they’ve benefitted from life-changing projects funded by Oxfam.
People have hope for the future, new skills and budding businesses because of
support from people like you. Regular donations make these projects a reality.
If these stories of hope have inspired you, spread the word about donating and join
Oxfam in the fight against poverty.

Parenting And
Empowerment
Women all over the world face inequality, but for some that is one burden among
many. For one woman, the progress of business help and rebalancing gender roles
has led her to build the bright future she always hoped for...

Kitabe’s Family
Farm Success

What a regular
donation can do
£9 COULD PROVIDE A FAMILY WITH
MANURE, ORGANIC FERTILISER AND
TRAINING IN ECO-FRIENDLY FARMING
TECHNIQUES.

Kitabe grew up working on a maize
farm with her family in Bulbula,
Ethiopia. She didn’t have high hopes
for her future after leaving school in
the first grade finding herself forced
into an arranged marriage. Her family
was poor and food was scarce. With
the help of Oxfam, Kitabe has been
able to turn her situation around.
She now spends her time managing
the seed production on her farm, as
well as being a mother to her four
children.
Although she was reluctant at first,
Kitabe joined Oxfam’s project and
took out a loan of 10,000 Birr - the
equivalent of £324. As a result, she
was able to buy more seed to grow
crops. Kitabe worried she would be
unable to repay the borrowed money.
However, after the first harvest,
Kitabe was able to pay it back and
even had enough to buy more land.

Kitabe has also purchased a cow and
an ox, providing her with an extra
source of income which is used to
pay for additional labourers on the
farm.
Kitabe used to have little control
over her finances, but being a part
of this scheme means she is able to
manage her money more effectively,
helping her to secure a brighter
future for herself and her family.
As part of Oxfam’s WE Care initiative,
Kitabe is given support as a working
mother. She attends meetings
twice a month with other women to
discuss the challenges of juggling
work and caring for a family. As a
result, Kitabe finds it easier to cope
and she has a better relationship
with her husband.
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SPEAKING OF HER STORY, KITABE SAYS:

“I have lived in darkness for a long time. I don’t
want my kids to live in this darkness. I hope my
children will get the chance to work in this way
too. I want a better life for them.”

RESEARCH SUGGESTS THAT FARMS RUN
BY EDUCATED WOMEN SHOW INCREASES
IN PRODUCE OF UP TO 22%.
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IN MANY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES,
WOMEN ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR GROWING
UP TO 60% OF HOUSEHOLD FOOD.

WOMEN ARE OFTEN EXPECTED TO MULTITASK
AND CARRY OUT MORE SIMULTANEOUS WORK
COMPARED TO MEN.

Food For A
Brighter Future
What does food mean to you? Comfort? Leisure? Survival? For two people food has
become the means to a brighter and more hopeful future. More than a lifeline, it is
now a way of life...

Yahya’s Journey
From Refugee To
Chef
In 2013, 16 year-old Yahya was rescued
from a boat off the coast of Italy. He
had left his family behind in Gambia,
and arrived scared, alone, and fearful
for his future. He had no money and no
knowledge of the local language. Now
Yahya works at a successful Sicilian
restaurant. His story is one of hope,
determination and bravery.
Growing up in rural Gambia, Yahya spent
most of his time looking after cattle.
When his mother passed away his father
became violent. Looking for a better
future, Yahya decided to leave. His
travels took him through many countries,
picking up jobs to earn money as he
went. After arriving in Libya, Yahya was
locked up by traffickers looking to exhort
money from him. Yahya worked for a year
until he was allowed to leave. After his
release, Yahya made the decision to
make the treacherous journey across the
Mediterranean sea to Italy in an inflatable
boat. Rescued by the Italian coastguard,
Yahya’s luck was about to change.
Photo Credit: Alessandro Rota, June 2016

Soon after his arrival, Yahya moved to
Catania where he was introduced to
human rights activist Barbara Sidoti.
With the help of funding from Oxfam and
its partners, Sidoti set up Restaurant
11ELEVEN - the first Afro-Sicilian
restaurant in Europe.
This provided employment opportunities
for migrants and disadvantaged young
people, just like Yahya. After meeting
Yahya, Sidoti was able to offer him a job
at the restaurant, giving him the chance
of a fresh, new start.
It would have been extremely easy
for Yahya to end up among the many
anonymous and exploited Africans who
flee their homes in hope of finding a
better life. Since working at Restaurant
11Eleven, Yahya has learned new skills
that have helped him to contribute to
his community and build a new life.

What a regular
donation can do
£7 COULD PROVIDE PEOPLE WITH CASH
OR VOUCHERS TO USE IN AN EMERGENCY,
HELPING THEM BUY FOOD LOCALLY.

SPEAKING OF HIS EXPERIENCE, YAHYA SAYS:

“I think I have had two different lives. Before, in
my country and now here in Sicily. When I came here
I started to learn another life.”
RESTAURANT 11ELEVEN
RECIPE - BanKU
The menu at Restaurant 11Eleven 		
is a fusion of Mediterranean, North 		
Italian and African flavours.
Restaurant 11Eleven’s most popular
dish is Banku - an Italian-Ghanaian 		
recipe of corn and dough.
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Ingredients

DIRECTIONS

1 white onion
500g plum tomatoes
750g cornflour
50g mozzarella
1 tsp cumin
1 tsp paprika
1 tsp sugar
salt water

1.

Chop the onion and plum tomatoes. Put them in a bowl together with the cumin, paprika and
sugar, then mix.

2.

Take the cornflour and add salt water as you mix. Continue until you have a smooth mix. The
thickness of the mixture is up to you, but do not leave it as a dough or make it very watery.

3.

Place the banku mixture in an oven proof dish and bake for 20 minutes at 180°c.

4.

Allow to cool for a few minutes so that you can handle it.

5.

Mould the banku into balls and place on your plate.

6.

Cover with your tomato mixture, garnish with basil.

7.

Slice your mozzarella and add to your dish.

Aline’s Refugee
Camp Bakery
Arriving at Nyarugusu refugee camp
in Tanzania in 2015, Aline didn’t have
high hopes for her future. Scared and
alone, it was her second time living
at the camp. However, with the help
of Oxfam, Aline has been able to earn
a living as a baker to support herself
and her baby daughter Gloriose.

What a regular
donation can do
£20 COULD GIVE ONE PERSON IN AN
EMERGENCY CAMP OR POOR COMMUNITY
ACCESS TO A COMPOSTING TOILET, HELPING
TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF DISEASE, AND
GIVE PEOPLE DIGNITY.

Through setting up a bakery in
the camp, Oxfam has helped Aline
and other women secure brighter
futures for themselves and their
families. Although Aline only knew

how to make a few simple dishes at
first, this scheme has given her the
chance to develop her baking skills.
With the income she makes, she
is able to visit the market and buy
different types of foods for her and
her daughter to eat.
Aside from helping her to earn a
living and learn new skills, the
bakery has helped Aline in other
ways too. Now, Aline has much more
hope for the future.

“A good thing about the bakery group is that
we have made friends, and give each other
hope. I have other friends at the camp but the
ladies at the bakery are my closest friends. I
am happy living here.”
Photo Credit:- Phil Moore, March 2016

Embarking On
A Journey
For many, a journey from home is pleasant but for millions of refugees it is
necessary for them to build a life away from conflict or poverty. Meet two amazing
people who have journeyed far to bring hope to themselves and others...

Buchumi’s
Fabric Of Life
Burundi-born Ndayizeye Buchumi is
proof that it’s possible to turn a bad
situation into something positive.
Living with his wife and children
in the Nyarugusu refugee camp,
Buchumi has been able to make
himself a living working as a tailor.
With the help of Oxfam, Buchumi now
has hope for the future.

What a regular
donation can do
£20 COULD PROVIDE A REFUGEE WITH
WARM BEDDING TO SEE THEM THROUGH
THE WINTER.

decided to take up tailoring. With the
extra income, he is able to buy food
for his family and he no longer has to
go days at a time without anything to
eat.

Buchumi was previously a teacher,
but after the schools were closed
down, he decided to take up tailoring
lessons to learn how to sew. Through
his passion for his work and sheer
It’s no surprise that life in a refugee
determination to provide for his
camp is tough and Buchumi has
experienced this firsthand. He moved family, Buchumi has been able to
significantly improve his life.
into his first camp in Tanzania in
1999, meeting his now wife a few
Despite the challenges he faces
years later. In 2010, they moved to
on a daily basis, Buchumi’s story
the camp they live in now with their
is hopeful and positive. Looking
four children.
towards the future, he hopes to be
able to make improvements to his
There is a lack of food and small
workshop in order to continue his
amounts are expected to last
success as a tailor.
families up to a month at a time. It
was for this reason that Buchumi
Photo Credit: Amy Christian, March 2016

AFTER PROFITS ARE SPLIT, BUCHUMI
CAN EXPECT TO TAKE HOME AT LEAST
3000 SHILLINGS TO SHARE WITH
HIS FAMILY.

THERE IS A DEMAND FOR BUCHUMI’S
TAILORING AT CERTAIN TIMES OF THE
YEAR, SUCH AS DURING THE EASTER
HOLIDAYS.

SPEAKING OF HIS NEW SKILL SET, BUCHUMI SAYS:

“People survive in different ways; it would have
been very difficult for me if I had not had this
job. I love tailoring, that’s why I am still doing it.
For now, I would love to keep tailoring.”

Photo Credit: Amy Christian, March 2016

IN BUCHUMI’S CAMP, OXFAM HAVE
HELPED SUPPLY CLEAN WATER AND
PROPER SANITATION FACILITIES FOR
THOSE WHO LIVE THERE.

Patricia’s Clean
Water Mission
Growing up in a rural area near the
South Sudan city of Wau, Patricia
has always been hopeful for the
future. From a young age, Patricia’s
father encouraged her to finish
her education and gave her the
motivation to achieve great success.
After studying community and rural
development for three years, Patricia
joined Oxfam as a Public Health
Officer. She is now part of an Oxfam
campaign to spread awareness
about cholera prevention and good
hygiene practices to school children
in Gondokoro Island, South Sudan.
Since joining the scheme earlier this
year, Patricia has been able to help

Oxfam fight the cholera outbreak.
The effects of this infection can be
devastating, and for those living in
places that are difficult to access,
such as Gondokoro Island, it can
mean many people go without the
supplies they need to combat it.
However, with the help of Oxfam
and Patricia are providing those
living in both central and hard to
reach areas of South Sudan with
life-changing emergency aid, such
as soap, buckets to water and
water treatment tablets, meaning
they have a much better chance of
overcoming this illness.

“Everybody knows Oxfam because it is present
in many places around the country. It reaches
areas where others can’t.”
Photo Credit: Albert Gonzalez Farran, August 2016

What a regular
donation can do
£2.50 CAN PROVIDE 25 WATER
TREATMENT SACHETS TO A FAMILY IN AN
EMERGENCY. THIS IS ENOUGH TO MAKE
AROUND 500 LITRES OF WATER SAFE;
ENOUGH TO LAST A FAMILY OF FOUR FOR A
MONTH.

Rebuilding
Hope

Home should mean safety, comfort and protection but natural disaster and conflict
take that away from many. Meet two incredible people who have lost so much but
are now rebuilding their businesses and homes, looking forward to bright futures of
their own making…

Qassim’s Barber
Shop Reborn
For Qassim, his work is a form of art.
Barbering is his passion, and despite
the situation in his country, he has
been able to utilise his skills and
turn it into a future for himself. With
Oxfam’s help, Qassim is the proud
owner of his own successful barber
shop in Husseini village in eastern
Iraq.

Locked up in prison, Qassim waited
for his name to be cleared and kept
himself busy by offering to cut the
hair of the police working there. By
the time of his release, they had
come to value his skills so highly,
and they even requested him to stay
and set up a barbershop next to the
prison.

In Iraq, war and conflict is an
ongoing problem and Qassim has
experienced the effects of this. In
2014, an attack was launched on a
nearby province, meaning a huge
influx of people descended upon
Husseini village. Qassim found
his barbershop overrun. With so
many people gathered around his
shop, the Kurdish police became
suspicious of him and he was later
arrested.

Upon returning to Husseini village,
Qassim discovered that his shop
had been trashed and his barbering
equipment had been stolen.
Although he was devastated at
the damage done, Qassim didn’t
let the situation get the better of
him. Instead, he decided to rent
out another property where he
now puts his skills to use once
again and continues to provide his
barbering skills to the members of
his community.

Photo Credit: Tommy Trenchard, May 2016

What a regular
donation can do
£15 COULD PROVIDE A HYGIENE KIT IN
AN EMERGENCY. THE BUCKET INCLUDES
ESSENTIALS, FROM SOAP TO SANITARY
TOWELS, TO HELP PEOPLE STAY CLEAN
AND HEALTHY.

OXFAM IS DEDICATED TO SUPPORTING
SMALL BUSINESSES AROUND THE
WORLD, JUST LIKE QASSIM AND HIS
BARBERSHOP.

DESPITE THE ONGOING CONFLICT,
BUSINESS OWNERS LIKE QASSIM ARE
BEING GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO
REBUILD THEIR LIVES.

SPEAKING OF HIS NEW SHOP, HE SAYS:

“When Oxfam came, I reopened my shop. Oxfam
provided me with money… They helped me to
buy everything in my shop. I bought chairs, the
mirrors, the machines, the creams, everything
actually. My barbershop is a small shop but I
like it… I love everything about it.”
Photo Credit: Tommy Trenchard, May 2016

EVEN THOUGH QASSIM’S CURRENT
PROPERTY HAD BEEN BOMBED, HE WAS
ABLE TO CLEAN IT OUT AND TURN IT INTO
THE BEAUTIFUL BARBERSHOP IT IS TODAY.

Sandra’s Dream
Home
Oxfam has helped train 100 women
in construction techniques,
specialising in building earthquake
proof structures. One woman in
particular who has benefited from
taking part in this scheme is 33
year-old Haitian Sandra Sivilus. With
Oxfam’s help, Sandra has developed
skills that have enabled her to quite
literally build a hopeful future for
herself.

What a regular
donation can do
£12 COULD HELP PROVIDE LEADERSHIP
TRAINING AND EDUCATION FOR WOMEN
EMPOWERING THEM TO STAND UP FOR
THEIR RIGHTS AND MAKE A BIG IMPACT IN
THEIR COMMUNITIES.

Construction work is traditionally
viewed as a man’s job but Oxfam

has helped women like Sandra to
feel empowered to work in these
roles. With her newly developed
skills and knowledge, she is now
in the position to get a job in the
construction industry to earn a living
so she can support herself. Sandra
has even been able to start building
her own home, providing her with a
safe and comfortable place to live.
With Oxfam’s help, Sandra has been
able to set herself up for the future.

“I would like to finish building my house - the
second level is not finished. I feel really good
learning these skills. I thought I would not be
able to carry anything, but I am proud that I’m
capable of doing this work.”
Photo Credit: Vincent Tremeau, May 2016

How You Can Help
The importance of your monthly donation
There’s no denying that these people are full of hope, determination and positivity, but all
of their achievements would not have been possible without regular donations. We want to
continue to help people all over the world but we need your help to do so.
A monthly donation can be whatever you can afford, can be set up in minutes and provides
us with the means to change lives every day. Join Oxfam in the fight against poverty with a
few clicks of your mouse.

How To Donate
If you’ve not given before, but want to start, the process is very
simple. Here’s a quick guide to help you on your way.

1. Go to http://www.oxfam.org.uk/donate
2. Choose how much you want to give monthly
3. Enter your payment details
4. Set up your Direct Debit
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WE WON’T LIVE WITH POVERTY

